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Globally 85 million unintended 

pregnancies every year 

44 million end in abortion. 47,000 women die. 





“Unsafe abortion has eaten 

into our society, gradually 

destroying the lives of young 

women, as people have 

closed their eyes at the issue 

hoping it will disappear; but 

on the other hand they are 

also directly and indirectly 

worsening the situation.”  
 

-- Young woman in Nigeria 



Policy and Program Challenges: 

Legal Status 

• Restrictive laws do 

not reduce the 

number of abortions 

 

• The legal status and 

availability do affect 

the safety of 

abortion 

 
 

 



Ethiopia: Trends in safe abortion v. 

postabortion care procedures after 

legalization 

 



Policy and Program Challenges: Stigma 

and Competing Priorities 

The ability to obtain 

a safe abortion may 

mean the difference 

between life and 

death for women all 

over the world. 



Policy and Program Challenges: 

Equipment & Commodities, Staffing 



For more information about Ipas and to  

subscribe to our e-newsletters, visit  

www.ipas.org 

 

 

 


