
Partners in Population and Development (PPD)
An Inter-Governmental Organization Promoting 
South-South Cooperation

Who We Are 

Partners in Population and Development 
(PPD) is a Southern-led, Southern-run 
global inter-governmental organization 
of 26 developing countries with deep 
commitment to promote south south 
cooperation (SSC) in the field of 
reproductive health, population and 
development. Launched at the 1994 
International Conference on Population 
and Development (ICPD) by ten developing 
countries to support implementation of the 
Cairo Program of Action (POA), PPD has 
been awarded Permanent Observer Status 
at the United Nations and diplomatic 
status in Bangladesh. PPD has established 
itself as a key global south-south player in 
its areas of operation representing about 
59% of the world population.

Since its inception, PPD has contributed 
significantly to helping its member states 
improve reproductive health and family 
planning services, reduce maternal and 
child mortality and increase the voice of 
the global south towards addressing the 
ICPD agenda. The outstanding efforts 
of the Secretariat have contributed to 
PPD’s institutionalization of south-south 
cooperation globally and established the 
Secretariat’s permanent office building 
complex in Dhaka, Bangladesh.  

With more than 20 years of the 
implementation of the ICPD Program of 
Action (PoA), the international community 
has realized that SSC is needed more 
than ever before to tackle the unfinished 
ICPD agenda and the new emerging 
issues in Reproductive Health (RH), 
population and development. 

VISION: An Intergovernmental Alliance 
leading the promotion of South-South 
Cooperation towards the attainment of the 
global population and reproductive health 
agenda for sustainable development.

MISSION: To achieve its vision through 
sustained advocacy, capacity building, 
networking, knowledge management/
sharing and transfer of technology in the 
field of reproductive health and rights, 
population and development within the 
framework of south-south cooperation.

“An example of a South-South 
and triangular initiative enabling 
national institutions to promote 
horizontal cooperation in areas 
related to the Program of Action is 
the intergovernmental organization 
Partners in Population and Development, 
established to promote South-South 
cooperation in the field of reproductive 
health, population and development. 
Over the past two decades the 
organization’s annual inter-ministerial 
conferences have provided a peer 
review mechanism for the member 
countries on all aspects of population 
and development issues”.

UN Secretary General 

United Nations General Assembly, Sixty-ninth session 
(A/69/62. pp 251). Framework of actions for the 

follow-up to the Program of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) 

beyond 2014

Strategic Interventions

1. Advocacy & policy development. 
Evidence-based advocacy for policies, 
budgets programs. 

2. Health and population diplomacy. 
Contribute to and influence the global 
policy dialogue. 

3. Capacity development and technical 
cooperation. Facilitate needs-based, 
demand-driven. 

4. Knowledge management. Facilitate  
the sharing of information, experiences 
and expertise. 

5. Capacity building for south-south 
cooperation. Build and deepen 
institutional capacities. 

6. Partnerships and relationships. 
Contribute to and influence the global 
policy dialogue; fund and technically 
support specific SSC initiatives 
including support for PPD’s training 
and research Partner Institutions. 

South-south Framework of Interventions

Aim: 
 • Reduce infant and maternal morbidity and mortality;
 • Improve reproductive health, including averting unintended pregnancies;
 • Gender equity; elimination of all forms of violence and exploitation  

 of women and girls;
 • Reduce poverty and development inequities; achievement  

 of sustainable development.
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What We Do - Offering, Experience, 
Pursuing and Innovation 

Strengthening Voices of the South for RH, 
Population and Development 

Work to build the political commitment  
for positive policy and program change. 
Advocate for adequate investments to 
build the health and wealth of its member 
countries.

Works through the government planning 
and health systems; builds knowledge 
and capacity of leaders at technical, 
managerial, and policy levels to ensure  
locally-owned and locally-driven policies 
and programs.

Ministers of Health, Ministers of Finance, 
Ministers of Social Development and 
other Parliamentarians in its 26 member 
countries are PPD’s SRHR champions 
throughout Asia, the Middle East, and 
Africa. This has resulted in a stronger 
Southern voice for SRHR.

Transfer of Knowledge and South-
South Replication of Good Practices

PPD has capitalized on the wealth of 
intellectual and programmatic capacity 
in its member countries enabling the 
replication of best practices in population 
and SRHR. 
Study tours are arranged to observe and 
share best practices and experiences.  
PPD member countries have best 
practice exchanges on focus areas where 
particular program interventions are 
transferred from one PPD member country 
to another. 

PPD joint publication 

PPD produces joint publications with 
member countries and partner agencies 
documenting good practices on selected 
aspects of the ICPD Programme of Action 
including family planning, reproductive 
health and mother-to-child transmission 
of HIV/AIDS, adolescents and gender 
empowerment. Dissemination is facilitated 
through a consultative process including 
visits of high level delegations, policy 
makers and program implementers 
among PPD member countries to share 
and learn about innovative programmes 
for transferability and replicability of 
successes for addressing SRH and FP. 

Advocacy for scaling, replication, 
adaptation through parliamentarians’ 
for reproductive health, and linking of 
population dynamics and development 
planning is a very important area of PPD’s 
south south cooperation agenda. 
For example- Nigeria studied the 
Bangladesh program to learn about 
partnerships between faith-based leaders 
and the public sector in addressing 
barriers of family planning uptake; and 
PPD’s Africa Regional Office organizing 
the Network of African Parliamentary 
Committees of Health (NEAPACOH).

Organize annual board meetings with 
ministers of health and finance, regular 
regional meetings for parliamentarians, 
and targeted leadership development  
of key leaders.

Result - PPD has built the capacities  
of Southern leaders to be strong 
advocates for sexual and reproductive 
health and rights (SRHR) in their own 
countries, regionally, and globally.

PPD’s SRHR champions have been 
deployed to influence national policies  
and programmes, as well as the 
international development agenda. 

Global SSC 
interventions

Priority 
areas



Explore the feasibility of promoting 
SSC to reduce regulatory barriers 
and improve reproductive health 
commodity security

Since 2001, PPD has been a broker to 
assist Southern countries in procuring 
needed resources from other member 
countries. Working through the PPD China 
Office, China donated over $1 million USD 
worth of contraceptives and $600,000 
worth of reproductive health medical 
supplies to PPD member countries in 
South-East Asia, the Middle East, and 
Africa. Building upon this experience and 
role, PPD developed a program to identify 
and fill reproductive health commodity 
supply gaps to improve access in its 
member countries. 
Result- This South-South Partnership 
equips country to eliminate unmet need in 
reproductive health and FP commodities 
and also create platform for health and 
population diplomacy in the area of 
reproductive health commodity security. 
PPD’s south-south initiative resulted in the 
creation of Reproductive Health Supply 
Coalition (RHSC) as one of its founding 
member.

High level delegates from member 
countries visit to Nanjing, China in 2015 
to learn how healthcare facilities provided 
services to the elderly people with the 
policy framework. China drew on its own 
experience in increasing the accessibility 
of integrated health care to elderly people. 
This South-South partnership equips the 
professionals to promote healthy ageing in 
their own countries.

The health staff provides counseling and 
services to elderly people 

Stronger and sustainable institutional 
partnership for global SSC in 
the field of RH, population and 
development

PPD embodies stronger partnership for 
meeting the gaps of unfinished ICPD 
agenda and achieving the post MDGs 
and SDGs 2030. PPD is a representation 
of integrity, commitment and ownership 
of the southern countries to assist more 
than 4 billion of global population living in 
PPD member countries seeking for healthy 
lives and wellbeing for all. The member 
countries are the main resource base for 
PPD’s programs. 

The government of Bangladesh donated 
a piece of land of sqft 27835 in the 
Capital City of Dhaka for building its own 
home complex in 2009. The member 
countries contributed to build a land-mark 
for Global South South Cooperation. 
The Government of China contributed 
US$ 2 million in 2016 in addition to US$ 
300,000 for ensuring the completion of 

building construction work and ensure 
the sustainability of the partnerships and 
strengthening country level programs in 
the field of population and development. 
South Africa and India contributed US$ 
100,000 each and Bangladesh US$ 
50,000 for the construction work. The 
2015 Board meeting approved the 
6 points priorities areas: population 
dynamics & national policy, Adolescent 
Sexual Reproductive Health and Family 
planning, maternal and child health, 
migration, ageing and linking poverty with 
RH.

Accountability and Transparency 
Mechanism of PPD 

PPD is a unique global Inter-Governmental 
organization committed to ensure 
transparency and accountability in its 
global South-South operation:  

 • PPD Governance Board is comprised 
of high level policy makers including 
Cabinet Ministers (of the Ministries of 
Health, Population, Planning, Finance, 
etc.). They provide political strength 
and financial commitment for enabling 
policy and accessible RH/FP and 
Population program. They are key 
advocates at national, regional and 
global levels for advancing the SRHR 
agenda towards achieving universal 
access to RH and sustainable 
development.  

 • PPD has a well-established South-
South Country Coordinating 
Mechanism. Each member country 
has a designated focal person, usually 
a senior government official (at the 
level of a Joint Secretary or Director 
in the respective ministries) who works 
with the Board Member for providing 
leadership and coordinating South-
South Cooperation activities. 

 • In each Member Country, PPD has a 
National Task Force for South-South 
Cooperation (NTFSSC). The NTFSSC 
has an inclusive membership of 
‘like-minded’ key stakeholders in the 
SRHR, Population and Development 
arena including donors, public sector, 
UN agencies, civil society and private 
sector. The NTFSSC is instrumental 
in prioritizing key country context 
policy and program advocacy agenda 
as well as fostering partnerships for 
sharing best practices, resources 
and technical expertise for SRHR, 
Population and Development 
programming. 

 • PPD works with 23 Partner Institutions 
(PIs) that are national, regional 
training and research institutions in 
Asia, Africa, Middle-East and Latin-
America (list of PIs is available on the 
PPD website), to promote and build 
national capacity in management, 

Promoting new generation managers 
and leaders for SRHR and Population 
Programs

 • PPD has offered training program 
 and scholarships to over 2,700  
 professionals in developing countries  
 to improve technical skills and  
 leadership abilities through partnership  
 with 23 institutions. 

 • In addition to fostering next generation 
of Southern leaders in the population 
and reproductive health field, the 
national capacities of PPD member 
countries has been bolstered through 
long-term, masters-level training 
courses to over 400 professionals 
employed by the governments of 
Egypt, India and South Africa.  

 • Additional 1000 senior-level 
officials have been trained in sexual 
reproductive health and population 
through the PPD China Office funded 
by Government of China.  

 • PPD’s Scholarships program is 
a highly significant and effective 
South-South channel that allows 
professionals from PPD member 
countries to benefit from the existing 
training expertise and capacities of 
other countries. Approximately US$ 
143,250 per annum for the scholarship 
program is contributed by PPD’s 

leadership, operations research, policy 
and advocacy and exchange of South-
South expertise and resources for RH/
FP and Population programs within the 
member countries. 

 • PPD facilitates and coordinates 
Regional Networks (based on regional 
economies) to actualize scaling-up 
and expansion of best practices in 
SRH, among its member and non-
member countries. 

 • PPD works with networks of 
Parliamentarian Committees on Health 
and Population to advocate for political 
and financial commitment as well as 
to advance the national, regional and 
global SRHR and population agenda 
for sustainable development. 

PPD Governance Structure

1. PPD is governed by a Board 
constituted of Members (Cabinet 
Minister or their representative, 
appointed by each Member Country). 
Currently, the Honorable Ministers H.E. 
Dr. Li Bin from China is the chair and 
H.E. Jagat Prakash Nadda from India 
is the vice chair of PPD. 

2. The Board appoints an Executive 
Committee comprised of a 
Chairperson (Cabinet Minister), Vice 
Chair (Cabinet Minister), Secretary 
(Cabinet Minister or his/her designate), 
Treasurer (Cabinet Minister or his/
her designate) and three other Board 
Members (Cabinet Ministers or 
designates). 

3. The Board appoints a Program, 
Planning and Development Committee 
under the leadership of a Board 
Member who is a Cabinet Minister and 
the Vice-Chair is the Board Secretary. 

4. The Board also appoints a Finance 
and Risk Management Committee 
under the leadership of a Board 
Member who is a Cabinet Minister and 
the Vice-Chair is the Board Treasurer.

Dr Joe Thomas
Executive Director

Partners in Population and Development (PPD)

member countries, making South-
South scholarship a cost-effective 
modality to develop next generation 
of reproductive health leaders in the 
Global South.

 • PPD has also brought faith-based 
organizations from member countries 
to develop a reproductive health 
training curriculum for Islamic leaders. 
The curriculum was translated and 
published in five languages: Arabic, 
Chinese, English, Hindi, and Thai. 
The Family Planning Association of 
Bangladesh and the Islamic Centre 
for Population Studies and Research 
(IICPSR) of Al-Azhar University 
developed the training curriculum 
and trained religious leaders from 
Bangladesh, China, India, and 
Thailand. Using a cascade training 
model, 1,200 grassroots religious 
leaders across the four countries 
benefitted from training in reproductive 
health and rights. This program 
ultimately contributed to improved 
health and rights for women in Muslim 
communities through the removal 
of prior barriers to the use of family 
planning and the promotion of modern 
contraceptive. PPD also developed 
several training module for capacity 
building of young professionals working 
in RH, Population and Development 
areas. Bangladesh
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