
Improving reproductive health 

in Africa

Power to Parliamentarians



“Parliament can do everything 

but make a woman a man and a 

man a woman.” 

– de Lolme
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Keep in mind…

RH outcomes have remained poor in 
Africa despite several policies, 

guidelines and commitments of our 
governments

Reduction in unintended 
pregnancies, unsafe and 

repeat abortions, adolescent 
pregnancies

Poor investment  in, and 
controversies about, family 

planning, sexuality 
education, and abortion

Harmonize conflicting legal 
systems, appropriate funds for 

SRH services, include men in SRH 
policies



What’s the evidence?



Global contraceptive prevalence, 2015
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Modern contraceptive prevalence 
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Sexuality education…



Sexuality education practice



Sexuality education – an example
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Unsafe abortion





Safe versus unsafe abortion by region
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Parliamentarians to the rescue…

Harmonize conflicting legal systems
➢Religious
➢Cultural
➢Constitution 

Use power of appropriation to allocate funds for family planning & 
other RH services

Write men into RH policies






