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South-South Cooperation

South-South Cooperation is not a new 

development modality, but it has gained 

heightened relevance, interest and 

support.

● Proven, innovative, efficient, 

contextualized development solutions

● Avenue for Southern countries to 

contribute to global development

● Promotes international understanding 

among countries in geographic, 

cultural or economic groupings
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South-South and Triangular Cooperation in Action

● Botswana and South Africa: Integrated SRH and HIV 

Services

● Cabo Verde, Senegal, with Brazil: Population Census 

● Chad, with Egypt and Indonesia, and other African 

countries: Family Planning Advocacy with Religious 

Leaders

● Côte d’Ivoire and Mali: Complex Fistula

● Ethiopia and India: Population Census

● China and many African countries (Burundi, Ethiopia, 

Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Tunisia, etc.): Population 

Projection

● Mauritius and many African countries: SRH and Gender 

capacity development

● Niger and many African countries: “Husbands School”

● Mozambique and Brazil: Gender equality

● Sudan and Morocco: Midwifery Education

Algeria . Botswana . Brazil . Burkina Faso . Burundi . 

Cabo Verde . Cameroon . Chad . China . Côte 

d’Ivoire. Egypt . Ethiopia . Ghana . Guinea . India . 

Indonesia . Kenya . Mali . Mauritania . Mauritius . 

Morocco . Mozambique . Niger . Nigeria . Senegal . 

Sierra Leone . South Africa . Sudan . Togo . Tunisia 

. 

South-South Cooperation is Rising

BAPA+40 - the United Nations High-Level Conference on South-South Cooperation on the occasion of the 

40th anniversary of the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA), Argentina, 20-22 Mar 2019

● Momentum created by BAPA heightened interest of countries and other development players - IGOs, 

NGOs, traditional donors and private sector

● UN agencies responded by raising the importance of SSC in their development models
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UNFPA’s Role in SSC

● SSC as fifth MoE under SP

● Advocating for SSC and build partnerships 

○ Examples: IPPF, PPD, South Center, 

WB, UNOSSC, WHO/PAHO and other 

UN agencies, and FIOCRUZ, CPDRC, 

BKKBN

● Encourage/promote commitment, knowledge-

sharing and match-making through organised 

events

● Provide the platform for match-making

● Provide technical support to optimize the 

success of the SSC partnership

● Help the country in monitoring and reporting 

success 

Key Insights from UNFPA’s Experience
● SSC has been shown to be a successful programming strategy towards the achievement of 

development results

● Challenges remain: ad-hoc nature of partnership discovery process, uneven capacity of SSC 

solutions providers

● Centres of Excellence, when they exist, do drive SSC partnerships
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CoEs as part of SSC Modality
Centers of excellence - has synergistic effect to SSC.  They can collaborate with other agencies in a SSC modality or 

partner with similar centers in traditional donor countries for triangular cooperation.

The BAPA+40 Outcome Document called upon centers of excellence to “strengthen South-South platforms and the 

exchange of experience … for the purpose of building multi-stakeholder partnerships and cross-border collaborative 

frameworks and programmes to scale up best practices with the potential to benefit many developing countries.”

What do we mean by CoE?

● A Centre of Excellence is gathering of a 

critical mass of experts in order to 

produce a global best practice in the 

thematic area for national capacity 

development …

● Because we are looking at this with the 

SSC lens, a CoE is also hoped to 

provide an avenue for SSC 

partnerships among similar agencies 

across Southern countries

Centre of 

Excellence

SSC 

Partnership

Research

Capacity 

Dev’t

Advocacy

Resource 

Mobilization

Networking
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Examples of CoEs

● China: Population and 

Development South-South 

Cooperation Center of 

Excellence, CPDRC; in 

collaboration with UNFPA 

● There are many other centres of 

excellence established in 

cooperation with other UN 

agencies; e.g. UN Women’s 

CEGS in Mexico

● There are also other centres of 

excellence driven by national 

government’s initiative

Vision for Centres of Excellence for ICPD PoA

Change Model
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Implementing the CoE Programme

1. Co-creative process of identifying 

success factors, setting operating 

standards, and identifying and 

designating centres.

2. Designing a global network of CoEs 

that are working in the same thematic 

area/s that promotes SSC

3. Mobilizing political and financial 

support for the programme

The Nairobi Summit 

● South-South Cooperation is one 

of its signature sessions

● Ministerial Panel - will talk about 

commitments from Southern 

countries 

● Experts Panel - will talk about 

how to translate commitments 

into specific actions
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How UNFPA will contribute to strengthening the CoE programme 

● Create a shared understanding and expectations on the 

outputs and operations of CoEs

● Facilitate a multi-stakeholder process in identifying 

CoEs

● Promote, raise capacity and help mobilize resources for 

CoEs

● Assist in leveraging CoEs as the enabler of SSC 

partnerships

● Enable the global networking of CoEs working on the 

same thematic areas

● Assist in reporting and disseminating success stories

A world of excellence...


