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1. Impact of the Pandemic on health

From a face-to-face household survey by the Citizen’s Platform for SDGs on 1600
households across Bangladesh in February 2021, covering ten marginalised groups

Children

• Missed child immunization - 5.3% (rural) and 4.5% (urban)

• Baby food compromised - 9.8% (overall)

• Increase in violence against children (4.6%)

Nutrition

• Reduction in food expense - 80.6% (overall)

• Reduction in food intake (91.7%)
o Reduced protein intake – 47%

o Reduced number of items in a meal – 38%

o Reduced number of meals- 7%
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1. Impact of the Pandemic on health (contd..)

Disproportionate negative impact on female observed

Early marriage

• Dropped out of school and got married - 16.7% LNOB and 33.3% PNOB

Reproductive Health impact

• Pregnant during the survey – 1.8%

• Gave birth during the pandemic – 5.0%

• Higher births outside the facilities - 61.3% rural women and 41.9% urban women

• Ante-natal care and post-natal care - 40-50% lower compared to pre-COVID period
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2. SSC Response to Pandemic
a. General observations

• SSC response emerged in the context of the declining investment and aid flows

• South-South finance was scaled up through the active roles played by Southern providers and

Institutions

• Irrespective of their level of development, Southern countries (e.g. Bangladesh) have been active

in offering bilateral or regional assistance

• Leading providers (e.g. China and India) had a regional focus

• Bilateral and global responses were more vigorous compared to regional response

• A Southern coordination mechanism and experience sharing platform were missing
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2. SSC Response to Pandemic (contd..)

The Global South has been affected differently compared to the other regions

• Bangladesh was affected moderately, whereas India and China had borne the

brunt of the pandemic in Asia

• Among the provider countries, India and Brazil were among the top three

most affected countries in the world
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Areas of support for South-South Cooperation during Covid-19 response

Financial supportHealth related and other emergency support

Vaccine support 
Sale, gifts, 

contribution to 
COVAX

Other medical support -PPEs, 
ambulance, liquid oxygen, 

medical support team

Food aid (grains)

COVID tweaking 
official financial flows 

(aid and grants)

Currency swap (e.g. 
BD and Sri Lanka)

Bilateral Support Multilateral Support

Support from Southern providers
Support from Regional partners

Southern Origins (AIIB, IsDB, NDB)
Southern support to multilateral institutes 

(China’s support to IMF)

Debt repayment 
suspension

Other humanitarian 
support (airlift of 

immigrants)

Budget support

2. SSC Response to Pandemic (contd..)
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2. SSC Response to Pandemic (contd..)
b. Vaccine assistance within the Global 
South

• China, India (and the African Union) been 
a significant bilateral donor of vaccines to 
other states (collectively donated nearly 26 
million doses, by May 2021)

• China has delivered around 37 million 
doses as gifts out of its pledged 52 million 
(according to UN data as of October 2021) 
and has commercially exported 1.1 billion 
doses

• India provided vaccine support to 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and 90 other counties worldwide (in  
terms of gifts, commercially and 
contribution to COVAX - 66.4 million 
vaccine supplies)
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2. SSC Response to Pandemic (contd..)
c. Financial support

Official financial flows from the North plateauing in volume and significance

Bilateral

• Currency swap agreement (e.g. Bangladesh- Sri Lanka agree on USD 250 million currency 
swap)

Regional

• SAARC COVID-19 Emergency Fund set up in March 2020 (member countries contributed 
almost USD 22 million)

Institutional

• AIIB - sovereign-backed loan for short-term refinancing and loans (Bangladesh among one 
of the first recipients)

• IsDB (2020)
o budget support to Bangladesh - USD 182 million 

o funding package to its members – USD 2.3 billion
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2. SSC Response to Pandemic (contd..)
d. Other medical support

Countries like India and China have extended medical logistic supplies to South Asian countries 

• Liquid medical oxygen (e.g. from India to Bangladesh – 200 tonnes and to Sri Lanka – 100 tonnes)

• Ambulances (e.g. India gifted to Bangladesh)

• Respirators (e.g. from China to Cuba)

• Fully automated nucleic acid extractors (e.g. from China to Afghanistan)

e. Financial assistance and others

Instruments of support

• Currency swap e.g. India’s currency swap with Maldives (USD 150 million), Sri Lanka (USD 400) million) 
and Bangladesh’ currency swap with Sri Lanka (USD 250 million)

• Debt suspension (participating countries include Afghanistan, Myanmar and Nepal; Bangladesh is not 
participating) 

• Technology and expertise sharing

• Contribution to UN agencies 
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3. G20’s Debt Service Suspension Initiative (DSSI) 

• Southern countries as a part of G20 include Argentina, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, 

Mexico, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Turkey

• The G20 called on private creditors to participate in the DSSI on comparable terms. The suspension 

period, originally set to end on December 31, 2020, has been extended through December 2021

The relief is providing help to 47 out of the 73 eligible countries (as of September 2021)

• Among the 47 DSSI participants 19 are highly likely to experience debt distress and 4 are already in 

distress
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4. Looking forward
Carry over issues

• Low allocation of revenues for public health expenditure

• Low quality of public health systems (inefficacy of health related social protection)

• Constrained access to the LNOBs or PNOBs to reproductive health and child health service

• Catching up with immunization

• Absence of social protection system in aggravating reproductive health and children health

• Getting the girls back to schools including those who got married in between 

While the pandemic has caused more harm than good 

• Focus on the preparedness of the heath sector has increased

• Hygiene and sanitary practices improved

• Innovation spurred

• Digitisation of public delivery system has been updated

• Southern solidarity proved its worth
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5. Incidence of Triangular Cooperation/North-South Cooperation

Triangular Cooperation

Triangular Cooperation Initiative "Telemedicine for social inclusion in the era of COVID-19" will run

for six months, from September 2021 to February 2022

South to North Cooperation

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) gowns sent from Bangladesh to the U.S. (6.5 million units)

The U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo termed it a “significant milestone”
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6. What can SSC do for post-pandemic recovery

• COVID-19 has opened a window of opportunity for cooperative initiative in health and related areas

• SSC can be a blueprint for international coordination but will need to scale up financial resources, 

enhance policy space and build resilience

• Post-COVID SSC in the areas of reproductive health, population and development need to be aligned 

with relevant SDGs 3 (Good Health and Well being), 5 (Gender Equality), and 10 (Reduced 

Inequalities)

• The Southern countries can benefit from collective research and development efforts in medicine in 

the coming years – vaccine production!

• Stronger regional trade initiatives for post-COVID recovery with specific focus on gender equity and 

child welfare

• Together highlight these issues at global level including ensuring funding
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Thank You
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