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Thank you, Mr Chair.

Colleagues and friends,

Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity to address you in
this important workshop. It gives me great pleasure to engage with
you in a discussion on South-South and Triangular Cooperation.
Please allow me to update you first about the latest development
when it comes to SSTC at UNFPA and then I want to explore how
best we can join forces in applying the principles and practices of
SSTC towards the achievement of the ICPD PoA, the Nairobi
commitments and the SDGs.

South-South and Triangular Cooperation has in recent years gained
much traction at UNFPA. To prepare for our new Strategic Plan
2022-2025, UNFPA undertook an independent formative evaluation
on our work in South-South and Triangular Cooperation, covering the
period 2019-2020. The evaluation was conducted by a team of
experts representing both the North and South.

For the same purpose, UNFPA also commissioned a study on SSTC
in 2020/2021 that was undertaken by a global think tank in health,
namely Avenir Health.

Both the evaluation and the study found that SSTC produced
significant returns of investment. Specifically,



First, SSTC generates knowledge that is highly relevant to
development (including humanitarian) contexts, thus providing
effectiveness and efficiency in achieving results.

Second, SSTC generates significant direct returns to investment.
For example, in a cooperation on midwifery involving the Thailand
International Cooperation Agency (TICA), the government of Lao
PDR and UNFPA, it was found that every dollar of investment
generated four dollars of social returns.

Third, SSTC facilitates the mobilization of domestic financing, as
governments realize that investments in SSTC not only enables them
to meet their own development objectives, but also contributes to
their international relations goals.

Fourth, SSTC has significant knock-on effects in the form of
scaled-up partnership, expansion to other thematic or geographic
areas, and general increase in harmony and peacebuilding across
nations.

And last but not least, SSTC is a growing movement as evidenced
by the strong commitments at the BAPA+40 Conference in Buenos
Aires in 2019, and in various international events since then, primarily
as more and more countries gain middle-income status and thus are
eager to learn from the experiences, the expertise, the know-how that
resides in other more developed countries.

Hence, we at UNFPA, will further scale-up our interventions in the
area of SSTC, as it is now a programme strategy in its own right
under the new Strategic Plan 2022-2025. In this strategy, SSTC will
continue to be applied as a mode of engagement in programming and
will function as one of the critical results accelerators for the



achievement of the ICPD PoA. SSTC will also be mainstreamed into
tailored approaches that will enhance UNFPA’s engagement with
Middle-Income Countries, with landlocked and least developed
countries and with Small Island Developing States (the so-called
SIDS).

Specifically, SSTC will play a very important role towards the
achievement of all the six outputs of the SP, namely, policy and
accountability; quality of care and services; gender and social norms;
population change and data; humanitarian action; adolescents and
youth.

Taking this opportunity, I wish to encourage the PCCs of PPD to
collaborate with UNFPA, both at the HQs level and the CO level, in
the process of achieving the above outputs under the UNFPA SP in
the next four years. The PCCs are more than welcome, in fact we
encourage it, to join hands with UNFPA COs in organizing events and
activities aimed at promoting policy dialogue, advocacy, and
fund-raising activities through SSTC that will eventually enable the
achievement of the three transformative results, also known as the
Three Zeros - zero unmet need for family planning, zero preventable
maternal deaths and zero gender based violence and harmful
practices by 2030.

To conclude, Mr. Chair, UNFPA very much looks forward to working
with the PCCs and your respective governments in promoting SSTC
under its new Strategic Plan in the next four years.

Thank you, Mr. Chair


