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Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to welcome all of you to this plenary session, the
19™ International Inter-Ministerial Conference on South-South Cooperation
in  Population and Development, under the theme “South-South

Cooperation and the ICPD at 30: Accelerating the Move Forward.”

Ever since Thailand's Population Policy was announced in 1970, Thailand
has achieved great success in family planning programs, through
collaboration among g¢overnmental and non-governmental sectors,
as well as international organizations. Due to the success of the family
planning program, together with the changes in people’s way of life, more
people in the new generation prefer to stay single. As a result, the

population growth rate has decreased from 2.7 percent in 1970 to 0.2



percent in 2021. Women of reproductive age have only 1.53 children on

average, which is lower than the replacement level.

Planning to adapt to demographic change is vital. Therefore, Thailand’s
Ministry of Public Health, by the Department of Health, together with
relevant agencies has formulated the National Reproductive Health
Development Policy and Strategy on the Promotion of Quality Birth and
Growth. The policy aims to promote planned births through preconception
preparations and the provision of child support. It also promotes safe
motherhood through postpartum care and supports a high quality of life
for the children.

At present, family planning services are included in Thailand’s Universal
Health Coverage scheme. However, there are still gaps in accessing services
among adolescents. We have found that the repeated pregnancy rate
continues to be high. The World Health Organization recommends long-
acting reversible contraceptives to prevent repeated pregnancy. In this
regard, Thailand’s National Health Security Office has been sponsoring long-
acting reversible contraception services including IUDs and implants for Thai
women aged under 20 years, as well as women aged 20 years and above
who have gone through safe abortion. They can access the services at every

service unit under the National Health Security Office network countrywide.

Furthermore, Thailand has also emphasized the development of Youth
Friendly Health Services through the creation of a supportive environment
for adolescents to access reproductive health services. This is in line with
the third goal of the Sustainable Development Goals - to ensure that
women of reproductive age who have their need for family planning are

satisfied with modern birth control methods.



The success of family planning in Thailand is not a result of medical
personnel’s efforts only. It is also due to the contribution from the Village
Health Volunteers across the country. They work at the community level
to provide knowledge and understanding about appropriate contraceptive
methods. The outbreak of COVID-19 highlights the vital roles of the Village
Health Volunteers in communicating and providing knowledge and
understanding about COVID-19 which leads to the success of Thailand in
controlling the spread of the disease. Moreover, the existence of the
Universal Health Coverage which ensures that ‘everyone on Thai soil’ has

access to comprehensive healthcare services is another key success factor.

Ladies and gentlemen,

We are looking forward to strengthening collaboration with every one of
you to create a world where people have equality in accessing good family
planning services through the UHC and the well-being of people of all ages

is ensured. That way we are certain that no one is left behind.

Thank you.
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